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The painting of French duo Jugnet + Clairet has all the attires of the great 
American abstract painting. However, in their large formats, their 
mesmerizing designs and captivating colors, everything is about test, 
zoom, freeze frame, close-up or rewind. 
 
Jugnet + Clairet make contemporary media the raw materials of an 
investigation in what the image conceals. They explore with enthusiasm the 
television snow; the cathode-ray screen switches or cinematographic 
cigarette burns are pretexts for pictorial adventure and in series. Following 
strict protocols, they examine in-depth what the human eye naturally leaves 
aside. They develop an appealing practice of the still life whose abstractive 
treatment borders on dreams. 
 
The paintings become surfaces of projection, open windows onto fictional 
territories initiated by their titles: secrets of the atomic research of Los 
Alamos or the mythical American landscapes brought by geographical 
indications such as Alpine, TX. 
The exhibition is an invitation to dive in fantasy through the series. 
 
 
CV 
Jugnet Anne Marie was born in 1958 in La Clayette (France), Alain Clairet was born in 1950 in Saint-Maur-
des-Fossés (France), they now live in Brussels after spending several years in the United States.  
Anne Marie Clairet and Alain Clairet living and working together since 1997.  
They state in the world, including MAMCO, Geneva, Mudam, Luxembourg, the Abattoirs Toulouse. Their 
works are included in many public collections. 
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Translated by Jane McDonald
Excerpted from: Marie Chênel, Jugnet + Clairet, Series, the Passerelle Art Center in Brest, France, 
Artpress magazine online (Nov. 2013), 11 illus. col.

The voluminous architectural spaces of the Passerelle Art Center in Brest lend themselves 
easily to vertigo.  Etienne Bernard, who has been Director of the Art Center since February 
2013, actively made the most of this quality in his inaugural exhibition.  He invited the 
French duo Jugnet + Clairet to continue their long-term artistic investigations, recently 
pursued by these artists in New Mexico, where they lived for several years.   In this way, 
the exhibition carries within it the artists’ interest in this territory, notably with their light 
projections that stimulate the viewers’ imaginary:  vast desert expanses, standardized 
and commonplace motels, blinding light.  One neon work (Series, 2013) is attached to 
a cement roof beam and hangs over the patio with its glowing red letters.  The letters 
form one word (crossed out in its entirety):  “series.”  This programmatic work gives the 
exhibition its title.

Since 1998 and their first Series americaines [American Series], Anne Marie Jugnet and 
Alain Clairet have been developing, not exclusively but with  striking consistency, a singular 
body of pictorial work in large formats and in series.   Each series is produced according to 
an extremely precise and sequenced procedure, wherein the artists’ actions themselves 
are repeated serially, with the painstaking patience of another time.   In this way are 
made the electronic snows of the Tapes, Shadings, Fishing with John (2001-2002) and 
the gradual extinguishings of the screen in Switch (2002-2004), all of which are presented 
at the Passerelle.   These works are created, based on the sequences of the artists’ 
actions, each of which engenders several changes in the work’s visual state, transforming 
a televisual image that is photographed or filmed into a drawing, then transforming it again 
by spray-painting it and using different systems of stencils.   The essential point is that this 
process creates the distancing necessary for these artists to continue exploring the image, 
trying to reveal the thresholds of radiance and of disappearance.


